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REMARKS 

By this Amendment, claim 1 is amended, and claim 9 is canceled without prejudice to 
or disclaimer of the subject matter found therein. No new matter is added. Accordingly, 
claims 1-8 and 10-19 are pending in this application. Reconsideration of the application is 
respectfully requested. 

I. Information Disclosure Statement 

An Information Disclosure Statement with Form PTO-1449 was filed in the above- 
captioned patent application on March 8, 2005. Applicant has not yet received from the 
Examiner a copy of the Form PTO-1449 initialed to acknowledge the fact that the Examiner 
has considered the disclosed information. The Examiner is requested to initial and retum to 
the undersigned a copy of the Form PTO-1449. For the convenience of the Examiner, a copy 
of the form is attached. 

II. Allowable Subject Matter 

Applicant gratefully acknowledges that the Office Action indicates that claims 10-19 
are allowed, and claim 9 would be allowed if rewritten in independent form including all of 
the features of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim 1 is amended to incorporate all of the features of allowable claim 9. Therefore, 
claim 1 is allowable. Claims 2-8 depend from claim 1, and thus are also allowable, 
in. Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. S102fe) 

The Office Action rejects claims 1 and 8 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) over U.S. Patent 
No. 6,741,825 to Omata et al. ("Omata"). As discussed above, independent claim 1 is 
amended to incorporate the allowable features of canceled claim 9. Claim 8 depends from 
claim 1, and thus is also allowable. Accordingly, withdrawal of the rejection is respectftiUy 
requested. 
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IV. Rejection Under 35 V.S.C. S103fa) 

The Office Action rejects claim 2 vmder 35 U.S.C. §103(a) over Omata in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 6,621,991 to Nakazato et al.; rejects claims 3-6 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) over 
Omata in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,721,519 to Brown; and rejects claim 7 under 35 U.S.C. 
§103(a) over Omata in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,519,422 to Takeda et al. As discussed 
above, claim 1 is amended to incorporate the allowable features of canceled claim 9. Claims 
2-7 depend from claim 1, and thus are also allowable. Accordingly, withdrawal of the 
rejection is respectfully requested. 

V. Conclusion 

hi view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that this appUcation is in 
condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration and prompt allowance of claims 1-8, in 
addition to previously allowed claims 10-19, are earnestly solicited. 
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Should the Examiner believe that anything further would be desirable in order to place 
this application in even better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at the telephone nxmiber set forth below. 



Respectfully submitted. 
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